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Courteous Reader. 


Courteous Reader, 


FI Stght, as it threatens mee 
Ru! 


me to provide for my Night approach- 


my ſelf how I might lay up ſomewhat 
in tore for the tim? to come, which 
might be for my Support and Comfort 
in ſo ſad a Condition. Hereupon T 
Compoſed ſome few Copres of Verſes, 
which when I had Imparted to ſome of 
my Friends for ther Approbatton, 
they much importuned me to make 
them Publique,for the benefit of others 
in the like Condition. Twas at laſi 
vrevatled withall : Bu: bernz loath 


my Sun, and decay of my | 
with blindneſs, ſo it warns| 


mg : This mowed me to con{1der withs 


A 2 to 


| 


| 


m__ 


|to ſuffer ſo Inconſiderable a Piece, as 


[:Friends hath drawn this from me 


—_—— 


"71 


2 'To the Reader, 


I judge the Verſes to be, to paſs alone, 
Iwas willing to prefix ſome Sermon of 
other, which mipht be for more Pul- 
ligue Adtantage ; and being doubtful 
what to faſten upon, the perſwaſion of 


hich bere follows, which I conſented 
to the more willingly, becauſe there 1s 
ſome correſpondence and agreement 
between the one and the other : For as | 
the one tends tothe Comforting of the 
blizd ; ſo the other tends tothe curing 
of ſuch 4s through ignorance and errour 
have been led out of the Way, 
This brief account, Conrteous Rea- 
der, I thoaght good to give thee of the 
Printing of both ; that which I now 
| Hefrre of thee is to read theSermon dt- 
ligently,to —_ the Perſes candidly, 
ani to jucpe of toth charitably. If thou 
ford any L-orſi Ly either, bleſi God, 
and pray for him, who 1's iq 
Thine in the Lord Jeſus, 
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z 


» 7. M% A... = WA. ... ©. A. ar. 


| 5 


| fit, to give ſucha Caution to his 


— 


5$6$$$$206$26$$$$06$ 

ppþdÞ5d3p0d7 $0pppP E776 
A 

CAVEAT 


AGAINST 
SEDUCERS. 


— 


: MATTH.. 24. 4. 
Take beed that no Afan deceive your: 


Heſe are the werds of 
our Blcefled Saviour to 
his Diſciples,warning 


them to bewarc of bc- 
ing led afide by the:cunning craf- 
tincſs of ſuch as lye in wait to de- 
ceive,. And if Chriſt thought it 
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own. Diſciples, you need not, 
think rich, it we call upon you, 
i:f the Ttme words, tv take heed 
that fio Man deccive you, The 
| Caution, I confels, points dirc&- 
ly to the matter propoſed, tn the 
{tormer Verſe; (Scil.) Ti he time, 
and the ſian? of the © oming of Christ,| 
and of the By of the World ; Con- 
cerning which, Chriſts bids them 
to take heed.thatmo Man deceive 
them; Howbcit the words are 
[not ſo to be reſtrained to the mat- 
ter here in hand,. but that they 
call for the like carc upon all like 
occaſions, And indeed, it is a 
duryQhat lies upon all Chriſtians, 
To take heed what the y hear,and to be 
ware of Deceivers, And this is a | 
Truth moſt plain and evident by 
thoſefrequent Caveats,which we 
meet withal in the Book of God, 
As for Inſtance, Beware of Falſe 
Prophets, Mat, 7. 15. Beware of the 


| S cr4bes, 
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Scribes, Mark-12, 38. Beware leſt 
any Man fpoyl you through Phyloſophy, 
Col. 2. 8. Beware FW you be arann 
away with the errour of- the Wicked, 
2 Pct. 3.:17, And fo likewtle , 
2 Theſ” 2. 3\-Take heedthat no man 
drcerve you by any means, Which 
words are- very Full, and very 
Emphartical ; tor ſometimes we 
may be deceived with the an, 
{ometimes+- with the © Means. 
Sometimes with the az ; It he 
be one,of whom we haye 10 good 
an opinion, both tor his Parts,and 
tor his piety, that we-judge him 
foo wile; to be deceived himlelk, 
\|and too honeſt; todeceiveWhers, 
the Authority of ſuch a Man may 
calily betray usintro an errour.. 
Mgnds \erroves #lgnorum wirorum 
auth irdterrisſmittimui'; We ne- 
veperr mote ſecurely, than when 
we follow a Guide, whe pre- 
ſfume,we may ſafcly Truſt, Thus 
+ A 4 the | 


lt. tt. 


bt. 
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{the conceit 'of St. 'Peters worth | 
raiſed him 1o high inthe Repute 
of the People, that his Example 
did, as1t were, compell them to 
follow-him, as appears by Gal. 2, 
I3s Thus ſometimes the 24a 
may deceive us, Sometimes alſo 
the ears may deceiye us, which 
Meas are yarious, as will appear 
more tully in the following part 
of this Ditcourſe, : But the Apo- 
tle would not, ' that any Mar 
ſhould deccive us by any Mears s 
* 115 not the May, bur the Matter 
that muſt be regarded,nor ſhould 
we ſuffer any Aeazs to withdraw 
us frem the Truth, 

Many more like Caveats we 
may finde in St, Pauls Epiſtles, 
from the frequency of which we 
may very well Colle&, cither 
ſome more than ordinary prone- 
neſs in iis to be miſ-led ; or ſome 
more than ordinary danger in fal- 
| ling 


_ 


h——— — —_ 


1 


och. a TR Mat -— —— 


azainſt Seducers.. g 


ling away from our own ſtead- 
faſtnc(ſs, And by all it will appear 
how much it concerns every one 
of us, To take heed that no Man de- 
cetve Wh. 

And it we look well into the 
matter,we ſhall finde a great deal 
of Reaſon to make us all very 
caretull in this behalf, 

Reaſoz 1.. The firſt Reaſon may 
be taken from our own proneneſs 
to Errour. Green Fruits, and 
{uch like Traſh are more defire- 
able, and more delightfull ro de- 


praved appetites, than wholſome| 


Food ; and ſuch depraved appe- 
tites haye we. all had, ever f{ince 
our Firſt Parents taſted of the for- 
bidden Fruit; their cating ſcr 
our tecth on edge z and our Na- 
tural Corruption hath a ſtronges 


ias in it toward perverſe.Opini-| 


ons, than it hath toward found: 
DoCtrine ; partly. becaule. It 15 
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very much a ſtranger to Truth, 
artd partly 'becaulc_it 1s very 
much deſirous of Novelty, 

1, Our Naturall Corruption 
1s very much a ſtranger to Truth ; 
Our Blefled Saviour 1aith, 7 am 
come 13 my Fathers Name, and ye re- 
cerve me nt, if another ſhall come 37 
his own Name, him ye will recerve, 
John 5. 43. - From waence by 
[the way we may oblerye, That 
Seducers need nogt boaſt of the 
Multirude of their Proſelytes, as 
1f that ſucceſs of theirs were a 
ſufficient witneſs of their walk- 
ing inthe Truth ; Nor need the 
Meſſengers of the Truth be diſ- 
couragcd at thcir cold Entertain- 
ment in the VVorld, as if that 
were enough to prove, that they| 
werenot ſent of God ; for Chrilts 
own Diiciples may fiſh all night, 
and catch nothing, wacn the nets 
of falle Apoſtles may be ready ro 

brca Kl 
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break through the muititude of 
fiſhes ; And Chrift himie]f may 
not have ſo welcome a Recep- 
tion, asa falic Prophet ; For 10 
he faith himle]f in the place al- 
ledged , ' which though it may 
{ecm ſtrange ar the firſt, yet up- 
ona {crious ſurvey, the wonder 
will vaniſh. For Chriſt, com- 
ing in his Fathers Name, brings 
nothing but Truth with him, and 
therefore no wonder it he be neg- 
lected ; Bur they that comegin 
their own, Names, bring .Falſe- 
hood , and ,Lies., and therefore 
like.to-be the better welcome; 
For Truth . hath no ſuch party 
within us, as. .Errour hath, Er- 


rour 1sncarer of kin to our Cor-| 
ruption, than Truth is, and there-| 
fore like to find a more cheartull 


Entertainment... There-is no tiz- 
der in our Nature..to. catch one 
ſpark of Truth ; but theres Oyle 
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enough in it to feed the wild-fire 
of Errour, and quickly to heigh- 
ten it into a lame. Are not He- 
reſies liſted among the works of 
the Fleſh > Gal. 5. 19, 20, No 
maryel then if our Corrupt Na- 
ture be more prone to recelve 
Falfe-hood than Truth ; and be- 
cauſe it is ſo prone, we have the 
more rea{3n to take heed to our 
ſelves, leit we be deceived. 

2, Beſides this, EF natura ho- 
mmum n0ovitatis avida ;' In meats 
we love varictics ; in cloaths we 
are for new faſhions; and in-Re- 
ligion too, we are apt to be taken |. 
with new modes and wayes , 
chough the old be better ; But as 
ſcratching, to them that are trou- 
bled with the Itch,though it may 
be preating for the preſent, yet it 
will ſmart afterwards ; So they, 
whoſe itching eares , Athenian- 
like are delighted with novelties, | 

| | W1ll [ 
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againſt Seducers.. 3 
will finde it bitterneſs in the lat- 
tcrend , for 'tis the way to grow 
weary of ſound and wholetlome 
Doctrine, and that fits them to be 
an cafie prey for falſe Prophets. 
And therefore, ſecing our natural 
diſtemper givesHererical renents 
{uch advantage againſt us, we 
had need to look about us with 
the greater care, let we be de- 
ceived, 


Reaſon II. A ſecond Reaſon 


may be drawn from the. Apoſtacy 


of other Men, whom we ſhare| 


with, both in Conſtitution and 
Deſerts. Our Sayiour {ſaith in 
the Verſe afrer my Text , That 


many ſhall come in his Name, and ſhatt| 


deceive many, And St. Peter ha-- 


ving made mention of Falſe 
Teachers, 2 Pet. 2. 1, Inthe very 
next Verſe, ſaith, That many ſha! 


follow their permciom wayes z And} 


cxpericnce can teſtific the Truth 


> — 
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of theſe Predictions ; for many 
have-becn led: ai1de,. and there- 


{fore beware leſt! you, alſo. fall 


from your owa-iteadtaſtneſs ; 10 
adviteth* St. Peter, 2 Epiit.3. 17. 
If athers have been Seduced, *tis 
poſſible, that-we may allo, it we 
be not the more carctull., :. 

For Firit, We are ;all_ob the 
lame deprayed nature, that other 
Men are, That we are not all 
Planets, *tisno thanks to our own 
particular conititutions , but to 
that good hand of. providence , 
which hath taltened us among 
tne fixed Stars; That any Stars 
have c{caped the power of the 
Dragons Taye, tis no thanks:to 
any - proper influence of their 
own, bur it mult be aſcrived.to 
him, wao in his own:right hagd 


bath held them from falling, R-22, 


1; 16,- That we are not all Here- 
ticks and Sectaries, *tis no thanks 


to! 
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to our Nature, for we arc all caſt | 
in the ſame corrupt mold, that: 
other Men are, and theretore o- 
ther Mens wracks ſhould be.our 
warnings, and. {erve to inake us 
the more wary to avoid .danger. 

2. As wearc all. of equalcor- 
ruption by Nature, 1o-we are all 
of an{werable _ deſerts. by , our 
pra@tice,.. Some Men, through| 
the juſt hand of God, have been 
given up to ſtrong deluſions, and 
tt God ſhould do the like by any 
of us, which of us could charges 
him with any injuſtice.> *I1s 
through Gods mercy , and.not 
through our merit, it aftiy. of us 
have been hitherto. preſerved 
from the ſnare of the Fowler.and 
therefore we had need to walk 
the more humbly , with Gad for 
the time to,come, leſt through 
our Security, or Pride, or Wan- 
tonnc(s,we provoke him ta leave 
us 
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us to'our ſelves, and to turn us 
over for a prey to thoſe that 
watch for our haiting. 

Reaſon 1TI.. A third Reaſon for 
our care may be drawn trom the 
cunning, and the ſubtilry of Se- 
dicers, They are very ſubril 
and crafty in their wayes ; and 
therefore we had need to be the 
more watchfull, let we be de- 
ceived by them, He that hath 
any thing todo with crafty Com- 
panions, had needto have his eys 
in his head, and to look about 
him, left he be cheated out of 
waat he hath, and like fiſhes ta- 
ken in an evil Net, he be betray- 
ed intothcir Traps, and become 
a Captive to their Vil and Plea- 
ſure, What are Seducers, but 
a company of Cheaters > And 
though they be not all alike cun- 
ning, yet there are none of taem 
without ſome jugling tricks for 
tac 


" 
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the advancing, ofghetr party, and 
therefore we may well take heed 
that no Man deccive us. 
Seducers are very ſubtil Per- 
tons, eſpecially they that are 
Heads of a Party, and File-Lea- 
ders of a FaCtton ; And this ma 
caſily be Colle&ed from ſeverall 
paſſages of Holy Writ, wherein 
the actions of ſuch perſons are {et 
down in fuch fignificant Meta- 
phors,as may fitly proclaim their 
craftineſs toall Men, in Eph. 4. 


of Men, and cupmng craftineſſe , 
nherebythe : tze t2 watt to 'dererve. 

£ in the - Greek are, 
ir Th xvbtia Toy arlgedroy, iy mavepyin: 
nods Thy wihodelav This aadyns, 1N 
which there are three ſeverall 
words made uſe of, every one' of 
which reacheth full home to the 
matter in hand,which is, the ſub- 


> O—— 
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14, we find mention of the " t 
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tilty of Seducers, 
FRET The 
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| 


|For it 1s the ſame word which we 


they pleaſe, and how. to-cog the 


| 


there to {19ntfhe\ the \abtilcy 5 
whereby the Serpent: deceived| 


fic zally trained up in theTrade of Dea 
L 


lt 


_ Thefirſt worg 1s xv8&tiz, which 
comes from «v4& a dye, and im- 
plies ſuch a /erght of hand, as is in 
cunning Gameſters, who know 
how to fhuffle.in falſe dies, when | 


dies, and to throw what caſt they 
pkcaſe for their own advantage, 
The next word is Ter#ppie> which 
notes a cunning craftineſs, like to 
that of a' Serpent ;' Yea, like to 
thar of the: OH Serpant, whenhe 
firlt deccived our Firſt Parents , 


—_ 


—— —_—_—_ 


haye, 2 Coy; 11, 3. And-is ſet 


Ewe. - Theres yet athird word; 
wiich is as much as cither of the 
tormer; if not morc; and that-1s, 
Tees Thy pelod day 'Ths mdivig, which 
as'I conceive; may be rendred, 
Aﬀfter-the rate of theſe, wh are Art: 
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Wiles, by which we may ſee, | 
that ſuch Men are to be Jooked | 
upon as cunning ' Ergzreers tor 
Stratagems of VVar, as Men, that 
know how to lyec in ambuſh, and 
to carry on de{igns 1o covertly, 
and out of fight, that there may 
be no {uſpition of their talſhood, 
| and it you pleaſe, I will lay be- 
fore you tome of the fecrets of 
thiz their Art, that ſo you. may 
both {ce, what reaſon we haveto 
beware of them, and alſo learn 
the better how to ſhun and ayorid 
them. 

The Enyious Man is ſaid to ſow 
| Tares ; Now there 1s a Method 
in Sow1z2, and that 1s, Firſt, To 
| make choice of a fit ſoyle z Se- 
condly, to plow .up the ground, 
[and to prepare 1t. for the iced ; 
| Thirdly, To-throw in the ſeed, 
| when| 
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when the groung is ſo prepared ; 
Fourthly, To harrow it in, when 
it is thus ſown, and to fenſe and 
watt, that it may be fruitfull ; 
and the like method is obſerved 
| by Deceivers, in the Sowing of 
ther Tares, 

Firſt, They make choice of a 
fit ſoyle, and that's uſually the 
—_—_ Sex, wao, being for the 
moſt part, of the weakelt judge- 
ments , are therefore the moſt 
like to be wrought upon, and de- 
ing of the ſtrongelt affections, 
are like to prove molt Adtive In- | 
ſtruments, and (by reaſon of 
their Sex) the moſt prevailing 
 Oratours, for the Propagating of 
waat they are {ct upon among 0- 
thers a'ſo. 

Secondly, The next work 1s to| 
prepare the ground for the recet- 
ving of the Seed, and this they 
Us by calling intoqueſtion _ 

ve 


Ef againſt Seaucers. 2T 


—_ 


ved Truths; Hor when once 
there is a doubting, and ananxi- 
ety bred in the mind, then the 
mind becomes the fitter to be 


ceive any Stamp and Impreſſion, 
which they deſire to faſten upon 
It, 
Thirdly, When the ground 7, 
thus prepared, then they begin to 
{ow thetr Tares z when received 
Truths are once brought into ful- 
pition, then they begin to broactr 
their talſhood, 


row and water what they have 
ſo ſown, with large promiſes, and 
ſpecrions pretences, and other like 
Artificial helps, which they have| 
jalwaics ready, and whereby they| 
gain both reception and ſucceſs, 
And in this very method' did the 
Serpent deal with our firſt Pa- 
rents ; For he begins with the 


wrought upon by them,and tore- | 


mun_gadn 


Fourthly, and laſtly, They har- 


hy Ao 


VWoman, 


| 
Woman, then 
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ucitions a re- 
ceived Truth , Hath God. ſaid ye 


ſhall zot Eat, 2 Gen, 3.1. And at- 
ter this he utters his own falle- 
hood, Ye ſball not ſurely dye, Ver. 4. 
And that this might be the more 
calily entertaincd, he tells them 


a fair ſtory of how hugely it 


would conduce to their Honour 
and Advancement, and withall 
{pighttully infinuates , that AL 
mighty God did, as it were,cnvy 
them to great an happinels. This 
was the metnod of that grand 
Impoſtor of Old, and his Agents 
haye eyer ſince written after the 
{ame Copy, and trod in the ſame 
Steps, eſpecially in their. preten- 
ces of Loye, and,promilſes of Ad- 
vantage. 

" And here comes in another 
piece of, the cunning of Sedu- 
cers, which is hinted at.in a word 
that is.uſed by St, Peter, 2 Epiſtle 

24 
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againſt Sedurers. 2 3 | 


2.'14, We read it Beguilizg, but 


[the word”1s , ShazdGorre;, Which 


ſignifies Pegniling with a Batt un- 


are compated to cnnning Frſheys, 
and Fowlers, who know how to 
batt their hooks, 'and ſpares 1o, as 
may-beft-{erve, either to allure 
the deſired prey, or to tbaceaÞthe 
intended danger : Of like ſub- 
tilty are Seducers, both in their 
baits and blinds, both to.ullureand 
conceal, the one of which they'ds 


by fair promiſe ſ, the other by [pr- | 


Crous pretences oft each-of which a 


word briefly. 


Firſt, they are cunning to al- 


{ture by-their baits; which baits 
lare'their' fajr promſtsof Eaſeor 


Honvur,or'ether like advantage, 
with which they ſeaſon their Er- 
rours, to make then pleaſingto 
our palats,” and as ſavoury mear 
to our corruptions,'' Thus When 


| | & 


es 


. S | +4 
der which metaphor', Seducers 


2.4 A Caveat 
Teroboams {et up his Idolatrous 
Calyes, he baited his deſign with 
{the Eafe of the People, He knew 
that if they went up to Jeruſalep 
*ro worſhip the True God in the 
Old Good Way which he had 


me 


betore they would return again, 
to their old Allegiance to, their 


tore he tells them, that they ſhall 
have an eaſzer, and a cheaper Reli- 
gion nearer home ; Jt z5 t00 much! 
for ou to. go up to Jeruſalem | 
I Kings 12. 28, Thus Antinom:- 
axs, and other SeQaries beguile 
Men. into their Errours , with 
promiſes of an caſier and.\moo-; 
ther way to Heaven, than hath 
been diſcovered by other Men 5 
and *tis to be doubted, that the 
Papists have beguiled many by 
the ſame means, who in hopes to 
hnd among them/an calics, way 


appointed, it would not be long | 


Lawfull Soveraign and there-| 


for} 


_ 
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tor the pardon of ſome fins, than 
the Truth will afford them, haye 
thereupon embraced their ſuper- 
ſtitions, Promiſes of Eaſe will 
do much , eſpecially when ſe- 
conded with Profit or Honour, 
Who ſo dull as not to be in dan- 
gerto be wrought upon by ſuch 
Allurements > The Goldez Cup 
which 1s in the hand of the VVo- 
man, menttoned, Rewel, 17. 4. 
hath, without controverſie, invi- 
red many to drink of her Abomi- 
nations z bur where-eyer you ce 
theſe 4a;ts, bewarc the hook ; You 
ſhall be as Gods, 15 a ſtrong Temprta- 
tion,and *twas that by which our 
firſt Parents were brought into as 
bad, or worſe a Condition, than 
the Beaſts that periſh; And in 
like manner , the promiſe of a 
Gloriow Liberty may*be made an 
Engine, whereby to bring Men 
intoan Intollcrabie Box4zve, and 


B the! 
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the hopes of a Glorious Re formation 
may betray them into an abomi- 
nable Confuſrop. 

Secondly, Thus you have {cen 
their hooks baited ; Sec allo their 
Nets covered, and that's uſually 
done with ſome ſpecious preten- 
ces, of which they have no ſma[l] 
varicty. 


more Pety than ordinary , and 
this they diſcover by their long 
Prayers, and frequent Faſtings ; 
But ſee how the beſt things may 
be abuſed, for under this veil, 
ſome Men have carried on mo't 
deviliſh deſigns, and helliſh acti- 
ons. Thus the Phariſees devour- 
ed Widdows Houlcs. azd for 4 c0- 
lour made long Prayers, Mat. 23, 
4, Thus Faſtin7 was a mantle for 
murder, in the caſe of Naboth, 
1 Kings 21.9, And thus Religion 
it ſelf may be made a Cloak. for 


Sortetimes they pretend to! 


Cruclty, 


oat 


[though he had an expreſs com- 
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Cruelty and \'\ ickednels, yea for 
[reaſon and Rebeilion, 

Sometimes they pretend a 
great Zeal tor the glory of God, 
and yet underhand they drive on 
nothing more, than their own In- 
tercſt, 2 Kzgs 19, 16, Thus did 
Teha, his pretence was z-al for 
the Lord, wien he cut off the 
Houſe of Ahab, and the VWor- 
ſhippers of Baal , and yet his 
grand deiign was the ſecuring of 
himſclt in the enjoying of the 
Kingdome; And theretore , 


mand for what he did, and not a 
bare fancied Reveiation ; The 
Lord threatens to avenge the Load 
of Jezreel Hpon the Houſe of (chun, 
Hiſea 1, 4. tor ſinister ends were 
the only compaſs by which ht: 
actions were ſteered, and wanat- 
ever his pretences were,his hcact 
was not uprightbctre God. 

B 2 SOmc- 


2 


— 


28 A Caveat 


Sometimes they pretend to a 
reater meaſure of purity, and to 
an higher pitch of perfe#op, than 
ordinary. So can the Prince of 
Darkneſs transform himſelt into 
an Angel of Light ; and theVVolf 
liſpuif: himſelf in Sheepscloath- 
ing. Under this protence the 
Dozatifts of Old ſought to jultifie 
their ſeparations from the Puh- 
lique Aflemblies of the People of 
God, and many alſo of latter 
times have ſct on toot ſeveral! 
Schiſmatical and Heretical Opi- 
nions, to the rending of the 
ſeamleſs Coat of Chriit, and to 
the woful wounding and divi- 
ding of the Church oft God. 
Sometimes they pretend to 
more than ordinary Humility, a- 
baſing themiclves even tv the 
ground,to advance a party,Creep- 
1:97 into Houſes, 2 Tim, 3, 6, Not 
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only ſtealing inflily to prevent 


being 
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being diſcoyered, but in a ſhew 
of humility, ready to craw! as it 
were upon their bellies to gain 
entertainment, but ſuch crawlers 
and creepers are ſeldome with- 
out yvenome ; And it theſe {ſnakes 
be harboured till they grow 
warm, you may quickly pcrcetve 
thetr proper temper, 

And thus you have tome of their 
pretences allo, but you have not 
all their cunning yet; for beſides 
all rhis that hath been faid upon 


Scriptures to the lJengta and 
breadth of their falſe Opinions, 
2 Pet. 3. 16. and torment them 
to make them ſpeak, more than 
cver they intended, tor the main- 
raining of their lies, which Scrip- 
tures, 1t let down again, and lctr 
tro themiclves, and ro their own 
proper ſenſe and meaning, will 


prove too narrow, and tyvo thort 
B 3 to 
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to ſerve their turn, and to cover 
their falſhood, Beſides this, they 
have alſo unwritten 7rad:tions, 
and feigned Miracles, and cun- 


[ning deviſed Fables, They can 
[alſo pretend ro Dreams and Rewe- 


lations, and for a need can forge 
Authours for their own Advan- 
tage ; Nor ate they without their 
clouted Shooes and patched Garments, 
the better to beguile us with a 
ſhew of Antiquity, as the Gzbeg- 
zites did the Feople of Iſrael ,| 
Toſh. 9. 5. and all theſe they 
can ſet off, did This Yensonoyias » x; 
wvnoyfes, with good words, and farre 
ſpeeches, Rom. 16, 18, and 
i nbyp noauiies, WIKD flattering words 
I Thel. 2. 5. yea TAGS; NY OUS, 
2 Pet. 2.3. Withartificial words, 
compoled, as it were, on purpoſe 


land ſet as ina frame, for the bet- 


ber uttering of their falle wares, 
and counterfeit commodiries, 
Some | 
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Some of theic St, Paul mentions, 
2 Theſ. 2, 2, Where he {aith, 
that he would not haye them 
troubled  euther by ward,or by ſpirit, 
or by letter, as from him ;, by word, 
there's Tradition z by ſpire , 
[there's Revelation , by letrer, 4 
from me, there's Forgery; and 
Tradition, Revelation and Forgery 
are uluall Arts, whereby Here- 
ticks do deceive, 
By ſome of theſe deviſes for- 
merly menti-ned, the Papr/is ieck 
to ſupport their Purgatory and 
Prayers for the dead, Invocation 
of Saints, VWorſhipping of Ima- 
ges, and other things of like na- 
ture ; Nor have the Anabaptzsts, 
and Puakers, been without their 
pretended Rewelatrons, and New 
Lishts,whereby to maintain their 
Old Errours, and vertigious 
Imaginations, A 
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And Laſtly, when all other 
means tail, ſome Seducers have 
been ready torake Hell, by black 
Arts, and to call in to their aid 
the Prince of Darkneſs, that ſo 
| by lying wonders, they may gaine 
the more credit to their damna- 
ble Doftrines. 

Moſt of all theſe cunning de- 
{ vices that I have mentioned, 
were eaſte to be {cen in the car- 
riage of $;mop Magus, and thoſe 
Hereticks, that were his Follow- 
ers, for they pretended to a grea- 
ter depth of Knowledge , and 
Underſtanding in the hidden 
myſteries of thoſe Scriptures, 
which were then cxtant, thari 0- 
ther Men had and therefore they 
were called Gnofticks , then they 
ſuited their Docrines, to Mans 
natural corruption, and to the 
baſeſt of fleſhly luſts, Comply;np 
with the Heathen in their Abomi- 
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able Idolatries, and alluring with 
much wantonne fs, theſe that bad eſ- 
caped from them,that l;ve in errour, 
promiſing alſo Eaſe to the Fleſh, 
and freedom from VWorldly grou- 
bles, by Teaching it lawtull to 
deny, Chriſt in times of Perſc- 
cution ; and at laſt, like Japnzs 
and Jambres, who withſtood Ao- 
ſes, they countertcited the. Mira- 
cles of the greateſt Apoſtles, the 
more to diſparage the Truth of 
the Goſpel, and to bring their 
notorious Lies into Credit, and 
Reputation, Thus did they, And 
whether the wor of rheie Arts 
haye. not fomctimes been madc 
uſe of by tome of the 7-ſ#;tes,and | 
their emiſſaries (amongſt whom # 
| think it will be no injury to | 
reckon ſome of the Quakers | 
alſo) 1s not a little to be doubr- ! 
ed, Sure lam, that they whom: 
we read Seaucers, 2 Tim. 3-13. | 
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arc inthe Greek called yinres, s. e. 
Sorcerers, by which word we un- 
derſtand Men that haye ſome 
Skill in Witchcraft, or at leaſt, 
know how to blind the eyes, and 
to delude the fancies of their be- 
holders , that they ſhall* think 
(like Men in a dream) that their 
[hands are full of Gold, when *tis 
nothing but leaves; And that 


they bave before them plentiful 
Tables, when there ts nothing to 
be fed on, but appearance and 
deluſion ; And G do Seducers 
deceive the eyes of their Follow- 
ers with falſe lights, which ſerve 
only to lead Men our of the way, 
and to betray them into the 
(ditch. Secing then, that Sedu- 
cers are ſuch ſubtile Serpents , 
{uch cunning Gameſters, ſuch 
crafty. Companions, ſuch (kilfull 
Cm ſuch Maſters of Art, in 


the Myſtery of Couzenage, we 


| 


had | 
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tedious, becauſe 'tis no gmore 


'had need to take a great deal of 
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heed that no Man deccive us. 

I have been ſomewhat large 
upon this point ; butl hope, nor. 
than the nature of the Subject 
doth require ; but I will be the 
briefer 1n the Reaſons follow- 
Ing, 
Reaſon IV. A fourth Reaſon 
may be taken from the danger- 
outineſs of Seducers ; For as they 
are cunning, {o they are perni- 
cious per{ons ; for what are they 
bur Theeves and Robbers > And 
the Thief comes not, but to Sleal, and 
to kill, and to deflroy, John 10.10. 
St. Pasl {aith, See that no man ſvoil| 
you, Col, 2. 8. the word Is ovac- 
yoydv, laft any Man carry you away; 
as a Prey, as a Priſoner, as a Captive, 
to make Prize of their Eſtates, and 
and ſlawes of their Perſons, 2 Tim. 
J. 6. where the word ts, G17 j4t- 


F 
| | AQATEVOY , 


| H— —— 


m—m_ 


— — — 


'36 | ACaveat 


awTeoy , from dixun , which {ignt- 
fies a Spear, and dawrds > Taken, 
{o Paſor, q. d. led Captive, like 
Priſoners taken by Conqueſt in 
the Battel, or leſt you be carried 
away, as the Sheep by the Thief, 
to be deſtroyed and devoured. 
Seducers are no better than 


Healers, they ttealthe Sheep from 
the Shepherd, yea one Man from 
another; yea a_ Man from him- 
{elf, and their coming is to rob 
us of the Truth, and of our Peace 
(Falſe Doctrine is a great troubler 
of Mens minds, Gal. 1. 7. but 
Truth: brings ye#, Jer. 6. 16.) 
and of our comfort, and at laſt of 
our very Souls, and Heayen, and 
Happineſs alſo, and when theſe 
be gone, what will be left us but 
beggary and Everlaſting miſe- 


dangerous perſons, we. have the 


Ml | more 
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Theewes, Sheep-ſtealers, yea Men-| 


ry > And therefore being ſuch] , 
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more reaſon to take heed, that 
no Man deceive us. 

Reaſon V. The laſt Reaſon 
may be taken from the diſhculty 
of getting off again, if once we 
be intangled, if once we be got 
into the ſnare, it will not be an 
eaſte thing to recover our liberty, 
and this difficulty ariſeth partly 
trom the cunning of Seducers, and 
partly from the nature of Errour. 

Seducers are as cunning to 
keep poſleſſion, as to gain admiſ- 
{10n,and tq this end they frighten 
their Followers with the wofull 
dangers of Apoſtacy from the Truth 
(for 1o they call the revolting 
from their Errours) and by this 
device they ſo boare their cares, 
that they are in dangerto be their 
{ervants for eyer. 

Beſides this, Errour ts of 4 ſprea- 
ding Nature, the corrupt doctrine 
of the Phariſees is called leawen, 
f Mar., 
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Mat, 16. 6. Becauſe it is of a 
{our and enlarging nature, Here- | 
- upon St, Paxl faith, Shyz prophane 
and vain bablings, for they will tn- 
creaſe to more ungodline: fi, and their 
word will eat as doth a Cankter,2 Tim. 
2, 16, 17, The like Caution we 
have, Heb, 12,15, Look to it, 
that 20 root of butterneſi ſpring up, 
and thereby many be dejiled ; evil 
Men and Seaucers wax worſe and 
worſe, 2 Tim. 3, 13. So hard a 
matter it is,it once we be caught, 
to recover again out of. the {ſnare 
"of the Devil, 
$o that if we put all this together, | 
we may plainly perceive, that 
we have a great deal of reaſon, to 
be watchfull over our {elves, and 
to take heed that no Man deceive us, 
What remains now, bat that I 
preſs you: earneſtly to this your 
duty : 1f ever there were age 
wherein this Subject were in{ea- 
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ſon. this is it, Eraſe 
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Eraſmu in writing the Lite of 
St, Jerome, hath. a notable paſſage 
concerning thoſe times, wherctn| 
that Farther lived ; His words are 
theſe, Nullum fuit unquam ſecu- 
lum ſ*1ttrofus, neque confuſius & ſic 
omni contaminarant hereticor um er- 
rores,ac dijſtdia, ut magne cujnſuam, 
artis fuerit orthodoxam- ofſe, i.- e, 
There was never any age fuller of 
confuſion and fedition, and the 
crrours and difſentions of Here- 
ticks had ſo polluted all things, 
that it was a kind of Art for a 
Man to be Orthodox z which 
paſlage looks as if it were Calcu- 

ted tor our Meridian ; *'Tis the 
very Picture of the Times where- 
in we have lately lived, wherein 
there have been ſpread abroad 
ſuch variety of errours , that it 
could be no leſs than an Art to be 
Orthodox, | 
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Almighty God fed us once 
with the ftaves of a good Shep- 
herd, Beauty and Bards, 1n beauty 
there was unity, in bands order ; 
but.our beauty hath been deta- 
ced, and our bands broken ; our 
unity divided, and our order dit- 
ſolved; many Shepherds have 
been ſmitten, and the. Flocks 
{cattered; the Gaps were lett 
open, and the Foxes lct looſe,and 
the Sheep had got. Libertatem Er- 
rores, and were at liberty to tray 
and periſh, as 1t were Cum Privi- 
legis... It cannot therefore but be 
a.word in ſcaſon.to call uponMen 
to look abour them. 

Bleſſed be the God of Truth, 
for the hopes which he hath given 
us, of ſ{ecing betrer times , but 
the Day is ſo new:y. broke, and 
there is ſo much of the old leaven 
gone abroad, and our own Sta- 
tion is {o {lippery, and ercour is 
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| warn every one of you, as Chriſt 
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{o infe&tious, that, I hope it will 
prove an acceptable ſervice, to 


warned his own Diſciples, To 

take heed that no Man decerwe you, 
And for your better furtherance 
in this ſo needtull a work, I can- 
not, in the general , commend 
unto your thoughts, *any better 
direCtion than this ; Namely, To 
be tn the fear of the Lord all s aay 
long, Even Nataral fear is the 
great Guardian of the Body 
how warily doth he walk, that is 
afraid of falling > How carefull 
is that Man about his money that 
fears robbing > How diltgent is 
he, that is afraid of danger > How 
circumſpett is he, that is afraid of 
ſickneſs > So is ſpiritual fear the 
great Guardian of the Soul z For 
Ly the fear of the Lord Men depart 
from Evil , Prov. 16. 6. And the 
ſame fear will preſerve us alſo; 
from 
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from departing from God , Jer. 
32, 40. It therefore you would 
not be led away, 7y d8{ouwy wtyy, 
2' Pet, 3.17, With the errour of 
laplefi Men; be not high minded 
but tear ; Ha Py is the Man that 
feareth alway, 4 he that bardeneth 
bis heart , ſhall fall into miſ-hief. 
|Pro. 28. 14, 

For particular helps again{t the 
danger of being Seduced, let me 
commend unto you theſe tew fol- 
lowing. 


Helps azainſt SeduFion. 


 £.Irſt, Labour to know the Trath, 
A blinde Man may eaſily be 
led our of the way. And to this} , 
end, L-t the Ward of Chriſt anell in 
ou Richly, that you may be able 
ro diſcern between things that 
differ ; for his Word zs muck, Joh, 
I7. 17. This will be a Lamp to 


| our 


| 
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[for otherwiſe, what certain 
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oar feet, and a bags to our paths ;, 
0 


but ignorance of the Scriptures, 
is the way to errour, Mat,22.29. 
This was the Rule of Old, to the 
Lan, and to the Teſttmonees, 1ſa. 8. 
20, Anditis in force ſtill, and it 
1s well for us,that we have a writ- 
tex Word for a Rule to walk by; 


could we have of any of thoſe 
things that do . belong to our 
peace >? *Tis by the Scriptures that 
we come to know the voice of 
Chriſt from the voice of a ſtran- 
ger, and to be preſeryed from the 
path of the 7 2mmtg This is 
che principal Antidote, which St, 
Paul preſcribes againſt the like 
danger, as may appear by compa- 
ring, As 20, v. 29, 30. with wv. 
32, for having warned them of 
grievous VVolves, which thould 
enter among them after his de- 
parture, for a remedy againſt 
them, 
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them ,- he commends them to 
God, and to the Word of his Grace, 
&c. And the like may be ob- 
ſerved from 2 Tm. 3. it we 
compare the four laft veries with 
the reſt of the Chapter, 
Secondly, Labour to be rooted, 
and ſettled, and fabliſhed tn the 
Truth, Be nat Chilaren in Waders 
$anding,” nor yet in Inconſtancy ; 
wutatur 12 horas , is the Character 
[of a Child inthe phraſe of the 
Poet, Children are-never lon 
in one mind, but be not you fuch 
Children , a tottering wall ma 
eaſily be blown down , a Child. 
ih inconſtancy is in danger to 
YH betofied to and fro, like a wave 
of the Sea : a Weather-Cock 
| {(dif{poſition iseaſily carried abour, 
with every wind of Dodrine, | 
Eph. 4. 14. Wnſtable Souls may 
| |quuckly be tnſnared ; and therefore, 
- faſt the profeſſion of the Faith 
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without wavering, 2 Pet, 2. I4. 
Wavering 1s the way to wander 
tron the Truth, 

Thirdly, Be contented with the 
Truth, without itching after nowel- 
ties, leaſt you be drawn away 
from ſound Doctrine , He that ts 
_ [weary of being led by God, 1s in 
danger to be led away with Er- 
rour, Remember them, that 
were wcary of Manza,and luſted 
for fleſh, Numb. 11. 33. It had 
been better for them to haye 
|been contented with Gods allow- 
ance , than to have longed for 
ſuch varieties, they had fweer 
meats indeed, but they had ſource 
ſauce with it; For while the meate 
was in their mouths, the heavy wrath 
of God fell upon them, and they 
that did feed to the tulleſt, did 
never thrive with it ; For God ſept 
leanne {{ into their Soul, Pfal. 106. 
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Fourthly, Be lowers of the Truth, 
Men are not caſily won to let go 
what they love, but if once our 
love to the Truth grow cold, we 
may eaſily be wrought upon to 
exchange it for Fables: Yea, it is 
juſt with God, that ſuch Men as 
do not embrace the love of the truth, 
that they may be ſaved, ſhould be gt- 
wer up to believe lies, 2 Theſl 2. 

10, 11, 

Fitthly, Be ye ders of the truth, 
and beware of living in any 
known way of wickedneſs with 
liking and allowance. 

There are ſome Men that are 
[more in danger to be, ſeduced, 
than other Men are; Some are 
euelis, Wnlearned Souls, 2 Pet 3 
16. Theſe may cafily be wrought 
upon to call good, evil, and evil, 
good ; *'Iis an caſte matter tor 
1gnorant Men to be deceived : 
Some arc «Figure: Men that are 
not 
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[and well they may, tor diſorder 
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not well under-fct, not well propt 
(up ; #0t rooted and ſtat liſhed mm the 
Faith, which they have been 
raught, and ſuch unſtable ſouls 
may eaſily be beguiled ; ſome are 
duaxe plain-hearted, well-mean- 
ing Men, People that have no 
harm in them ; and theretore are 
not apt to ſuſpect any in others, 
and. therefore are the more in 
danger to be over-reached, Row. 
16. 18, but none in more dan- 
ger to be. {ſeduced than wicked 
Men, Wiked Men and Sedvcers are 
coupled by St. Paul, 2 Tim. 3 13. 


in the affetions, is the way to 


rour 1n practice will in time 
draw on crrour in judgetnent, 
and when once a 909d conſcience is 
put away , Faith will quickly ſuffer 
Ship-wrack, 1 Tim. 1. 19. Hethat 
lives in any known {in, which he 
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corrupt the underſtanding » Er-f 
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is reſolved not to part withall, 
that Man is ſwept and garniſhed 
for the entertaining of any Er- 
. [roneous DoErine , which ſhall 
rend to {ſtrengthen his hands, and 
to comfort h1s heart in his way of 
wickedneſs, Facile credimm, quod 
voluamw, Weare very apt to be- 
lieye what we would have to be 
true, and are loath to doubt of 
{uch things, as are agrecable ro 
our deſires, | 
Sixthly , Beware of callizs into 
queition apparent Truths, and of 
diſputing expreſs commands, for 
after this manner the Serpent be- 
guiled ,Eve; And by this means 
the Man of God, that was ſent to 
Bethel, was betrayed to believe a 
lye, 1 King, 13. No Commil- 
f10n Per, Ol, ſhould ever ſwa 
us againſt expreſs Orders under 
Hand and Seal : Nor ſhould the 
pretended Voice of an Axgel prevail 
with 


. 
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of God, 1c1t it prove bitterneſs in 
the latter end , tor by the one, we 
may be decctved, by the other 
we cannot, 

Seventhly, Beware of thetr S9- 
ciety, who with judicious, and under- 
ſtanding Men, have the repute of Se- 
ducers, Peter inthe High-Prieſts 
Hall, may quickly be brought to 
deny his Mailer : They that de- 
firethe health ct their bodies, are 
carefull ro ſhun all places of in- 
fection : And 1o ſhould we be 
too, if our delire be the health of 
our ſouls. *'Tts dangerous for 
the Unlearned to be hearers of 
ſuch Men, or to read their books, 
or to hold diſcourſe with them, 
though it be withan intent not 
to be led by them. Dzyah had 
no intent to be deh/ed, when her 
curio{.ty {cnt her forth co fee the 
Daughters of the Land , Burt 'tis 
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'4 ' How curious are Men in re- 


ſelves inte Ti emptation. 


—— 


not good to be gadding, or to 
walk in tempting wayes, God 
hath made no promile to preſerve 
w from evil, wacn we lead our 


Eightly, Truſt 20 Mans Doftrine 
upon his own bare word, nor upon his 
bond weither, wnle fi he bring the word 
of God for his ſecurity. Believe not 
the Matter, for the Mans lake, 
but the Afar for the Matters lake : 
If we pin our Faith upon another 
Mans fleeye, we kriow not whi- 
ther it may be carried, * [is not 

ood to be too credulous . leſt 
ſometimes we be couzened : Ty) 
all things, an hola fait what is good, 
Isthe precept of St. Paul, 1 Theſ, 
CIT. 


ceiving of Money > A Man will 
[rell Money after his own Father, 
and if any picce be ſuſpicious. 
we turn it, and wind it, and ring 


it, 
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it, and rub it, and {mell to it, and 
(hew it to the by-ſtanders, and it 
may be carry it to the Gold- 
{math, to try and touch it, nor 
care we waole 1maze and Super- 
ſcription it bears, 1t once we diſ- 
cover the Coyn to be counterfeit, 
And have we not, much more 
reaſon to be curious about thoſe 
things that do belong to the good 
of our Souls > . Follow therefore 
in this caſe, the advice of St, Jobs! 
1 Epiſt. 4. 1. Many falſe Prophets 
are gone forth, taith he, (and ſo 
may we) teliewe not therefore e- 
very on?, that pretends tothe Sp1- 
rit, but try what Spirit they are of. 
And tor our better direction in 
their ditcovery ; thelc following 
Rules may be very uſctull, 
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Rules for the Tryal of falſe Pro- 
phets. Rule I, 


Irſt, They that come not 1 by the 

door, are Theewves and Robbers, 
[ob 10. I. It is ſpoken there of 
falſe Chriſts, but it holds true 
alto, of falſe Prophets.and by this 
door 1 underſtand a /afull call ing, 
normay any Man take upon him 
to be a Mcfſenger cf God, unlcls 
he be fairly calicd.to it.; And if 
any Man pretend to a Mzjfrop, 
and can produce no Commiſſion 
[tor what he doth, he 1s but a Dc- 


1CELVCr. 


I do not deny, but that a Man 
maay be truelya Prophet and yet 
he may be a falſe Prophet-, he 
may be truely a Prophet, 1n regard 
of the Ilawfalncts of his calling, 
and yet he may hea falſe Prophet 
inregard of the 11] ditcharging ol 


his 
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his duty z and theretore I do not 
lay, that a lawfull calling 1s e- 
nough to argue the 'Truth of a 
Mans Doctrine , But this I ſay, 
that the want of a lawtu!l callin 

is enough to prove:the falſhood 
of the perſon. Who ſent thee 2 or 
who male thee a Miniſter? Is a 
needtull queſtion; For it any 
Man come in his own Name, 1t 
15.to be doubted, that he comes 
upon his own Errand, : The Lord 
complains of ſome that ſpate hes 
in his Name, and he never ſent them, 
ſer, 14. 14. It they ſpeak les, 


we may be luce that he never 
tent them, or at leatt not on: that 
; Errand ; and if he tent them nor, 
| wiat can we expect, bur lies from 
them > 
If God fend any upon his Er- 
rands, 1t 15 either by the ordinary 
way of impoſition of thoſe reve- 
'rend hands, in watch Chriſt hath 
| C 3 1n- 


| 
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metaſtod that power tor the good 
of his Church, or clic tis by 
the way extraordinary : Now 
whomſoever he ſends this way, he 
doth not onely vouchſate unto 
them ſome ſpecial Revelation, 
for the rfadiog of rhem- 
elves, but alſo he indues them 
with power ſufficient for the per- 
forming of ſuch works as. are a- 
 bove the reach of Men, or D e- 
vils, and for the doing of ſuch 
| things, as may carry Authority 
with them, to convince others 
alſo, that they are ſent af God, 
| Theſe are Gods ways, and who- 
ever they be that pretend to be 
ſent of God,and yet cannot make 
it out by one of theſe wayes, we 
may ſately conclude that God ne- 
ver {ent them, wnle/# it be to prove 
the ſincerity of our Lowe, as It 15 {aid 
of the fa'ſe Prophet Dvut. 13. 3. 
orclſe for a puniſhment to a bar- 
ren, 
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[rais, I have from St. ]»de,, for he 
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ren, and wanton Nation ; and it 
like Jezabel, Rev. 2. 20, they cal 
themſelves Prophets upon their 
own account, we may call them 
S-4vcers. 

Seconaly, 7; hey that can indure 
#0 ſ1prriority in the Church, are ſuſ- 
picro:4 perſons, The ground of 


complains of ſome. dangerous: 
Men, that were in his daygs, and 
amonglt other their ill qualities, | 
which he there reckons up-; he 
ſaith, That they. did deſpiſe Da- 
PL1n1085 - and ſyeat evil of Digni-i 
ties, veil, 8. And he denounceth 
a woe again{t them f5r being 
cruel, like Caizz, and covetous, 
like Balzam, and ſeditious, like| 
C orah, verl..11; lt (hould ſeem 
by St. ]«4-, that they were faCti- 
ous diſturbers of that comly Or- 
der, wich God had ſettled in his 
Church z for though by Demz- 
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ops, verl, 8, we may under- 
ſtand the Civil Power, yet reaſon 
wills, that by Digzztzes,we under- 
ſtand the Eccleſiastzcal Order ; how 
elſe could they be ſaid to periſh | 
in the gain-ſaying of Corah 2 For it 
there had not been ſome Digni- 
ties and Eminencies in the Church 
of the Chriſtians, even in thoſe 
moſt Primitrve Times, as well as 
|rhcre were of old in the Church of 
the 7ews,it can never {ink into my 
head, how it is poſſible for any 
Man to pertih in the yarn-ſaying of 
Corah, now in the times of the 
| Goſpel; for this was the heart- 
root of Corahs fin, he ſought to 
.equall the Lewite with the Prieſt,and 
ſo became fouly guiity of that 
fault, of taking two much upon him, 
of which he falſely accuſed 0- 
thers ; as doth moſt plainly ap- 
pear by Numb. 16. 7,9, 10, This 
was the cauſe of therr yathering to 5 
Ther 


againſt Aaron. | dv not tinak 


| lake than his own. C 5 
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ther agarzft the Lord, verl, 11, Co- 
rah being but a Lewyte, would 
nceds be a Prieſt (as it in thete 
our dayes) he that were but a 
PresLyter, (ſhould take upon him 
to be a Biſhop ;, this was the maine 
of the matter, Indeed, he did 
oppoſe Moſes, as well as Aaron, 
but Asſes came in only {ty thety, 
tor the grand deiign jay wao:1, 


on 


but that Corah could have becn 
contented to have let, Afoſes a- 
lone, if Moſes wouid have been 
contented to have lett Aaron a- 
lone ; But if. eſes te like tortake 
Aarons patt, A7:ſ-s mult look t» 
ſhare in Aarops.portion.; for ra- 
ther than Corsh will n2t opp.te 
the Prieſt, he wil oppulc the | 
Prince too; and rathcr than not. 
prevail again't Aaron., he will: 
ſtrike at Loſes a:to; So that Aſoſes | 
was brought in, more for Aarony 
And | 


o 
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And as for Dathaz and Abram, 
they were mearly drawn in, And 
tis moſt probable, that Corah ſtir- 
red them up againſt Moſes, chict- 
ly for this end, that he might the 
better ingage them for himſe f 
againſt Azrop : For the main Plot 
| was againſt him, and the whole} 
deſign was (in all likelihood ) 
contrived by Corah, *twas he that: 
| was: the head of the party, all 
{they did but march under his co- 
[lours ; nor is it called the matter 
of Dathan, but the matter of Corah, 
Numb. 16.19, Secalſo Num. 16. 
{5, 11.and Numb. 26. g. and 27, 


Where, by the way, obſerve 
tae joynt Intcreſt between A7eſes 
and Aaroy., The deltyn againſt 
Aaroz reacheth to Meſs too, and 
the oppoſing of Moſes takes in 
Aaronalto. Thus, ns. Aaron, no 
Aefſes; and if XLſes be like to 


as R tall, 
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fall, Aaroz is not like to ftand,}| 
[the Kizzand the Prieſt ga down 


{no Prieſt, the People will own no 


[TogCticr, Lam. 2.6. 
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But now ice the uuc of this 
matter of Corah, While. Corah 
{ought to removethe bounds be- 
rween the Prizft and. the Zewrtte, 
there were others, that were as 
butie with the ſame tools to-pull 
down the pale, berween. the Le- 
we and the People, and. by laying, 
all incommonto bring all to con- 
tuſton,, It. the Lewute: will own 


Lewite ; or thus, It the Z-rytes 
will all be Priests, rhe People will 
be ready to think, that they may | 
all as well te Lewes, and that al 
the Congregation are Holy, as well as 
they, even.every Man of them.. In- 
(much, that now God himiclt 
was fain to. intcrpaſe in the be- | 
halt of that Tribe, which he had | 
ſer apart for himfelf, and by mi- 
racle 
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racle to maintain his owa clecti- 
On, . The miracle was wrought 
in the Rod of Aaron, with lower, 
ſecond, and third ſtories; for 
though it had of it ſelf neither 
root, nor ſap, yet by the mighty 
power of God, that Rod only, 
among all the reſt of the Rods,| 
|budded buds, bloomed bloſſomes, and 
brought forth ripe Almonds, Num. 
t7. 8, By which miracle, as 
God did teiſtifie his chuſing, and 
owning: of that Tribe, above all 
the other Tribes, for his own 
"more immediate ſervice : So by 
the manner thereof, he gave 
them at once, both az Emblem of 
Order, and alſo a Pledae for Suc- 
ceſſaen-; of Order, for bloſſomes. 
arc in a degree above buds, and 
Almonds above blofſomes ; and 
of Succeſſion too; for buds were 
ready to grow up into bloſſ,mes, 
and. bloſſ.mes to knit an4 ripen. 
into, 
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into Almonds, when the old Al- 
mons were dropt off, And therc- 
tore well worthy was this Rod, 
to be laid up in ſtore, and to be 
kept for a token, being an Em- 
Llem of Order,and a Pledge for Suc- 
ceſſion, as well as a Teſtimony of the 
chotce of God, And as the Cexſors 
af Corah were made broad plates for 
acovering for the Altar, for a memo- 
rial unto the Children of Ifrael, that 
no ſtranger, which was not of the Seed 
of Aaron, come wear to ofter Incenſe 
before the Lord, that he be not as Co- 
rah, and as his Company, Numb. 
16. 40, So might that Rod alſo 
terve tor a memorial, 

that no ſtranger , Foraroxen a- 
which was not of the Ric _—_— 
Tribe of L2, pPre- 17. 10. 
lume to medic with 

the things ofthe Tabernac'e,leaſt 
he be like that mutinous Congre- 
gation, By all which, it it be 
duly 
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duly weighed, you may eaſily | 

judge, it have not reaton to tay, 

That they who can indure no Supe- 

regrity tn the Church, are ſſpicious 
rſons. 

thirdly, Revilers and Oppoſ*rs 
of thoſe Mnuſters, and that Mamſiry 
of the Goſpel, which hath been ſ-ttled 
in tbe Church &y the Holy Ghoſt 13 all 
ages downward, even from the Apo- | 
files dayes, are to be looked upon as 
| Impoſiors ard Seducers. 

It-is. no marvel, it Decetvers 
cry out againſtthoſe that are the 
duly Ordazned Mintters of, the 
Goſpel, for theſe are the rubs 
that Iye in their way,. and that 
ſtrike off their Chariot wheels, 
and .cauſe them to drive on thetr: 
deſigns but heavily : And till 
they can prevail with their {1m- 
ple Auditors-to lay theſe aide , 
they will not be able to do any 
teats among (t them.. Are not the 
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Miniſters compared to Shepherds, 
and to Salt £ And why fo, unleſs 
tt be to ſhew what ule they are| 
cf, even in this behalt, ( Sczl..) 

to ſecure us from Wolves, and 
ro preſerve us from PutretaCtion? 
And experience makes 1t good ; 
tor when once the Sheep grow: 
weary of the Shepherd, as uſele, 
or burdenſome, they quickly be- 
come a prey to Wolves, and 
Foxes ; and uf once we can be 
perſwaded to throw this Salt into 
a corner, thoſe flyes will quickly 
be buzzing about our eares,to Fi 
our brains with worms, and our} 
minds with rottenneſs. Obſerve 
that paſſage of the Apoltle, Ephe.}. 
4.11, 12, 13 I4. That you may 
the better take heed how you 
{leight the Miniſters of the Gof- 
pel,all the daies of your lite, God 
gave ſome Avoſtles, &c. and ſome 
Paſtors, and Teachers,, Mark, not 
al 
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all Teachers, for who then (hould. 
be Hearers > But ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers, And why hath he gi-| 
ven the Church Paſtors and 
Teachers , but amongit other | 
ends, for this alſo,that we ſhould 
not he toſſed to and fro, and carried 
about, Fc 2 verl. 14. it then God 
gave Miniiters to prevent Sedu- 
cers, we may well account them 
no better than Seducers,that ſhall 
revile or oppole them, 

Fourthly , - Beware of thoſe , 
Who decline the Word of God reweal- 
ed in the Scriptures, ana ſet up any 
other Rule to walk by, in the worſhip of 


God, and way of Salvation. *T1s 
his word that 1s the Truth, and. 
therefore to decline this, an1 in- 
ltead thereof ro ſet up Tradttrons, 
new Lights,or pretended Revelations, 
1s the mark of a deceiver. There 
be many in theſe latter dayes , 
that have boaſted much ot the 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, and pretended to Revela- 
tions noleſs than Angelical ; bur 
let them boaſt and pretend what 
they will, Sz 4 werbo diſcrepant, 
non ſunt Evanzelice Revelationes, 
ſed Diabolic iliuſiones, it they a- 
gree not with the written Vord 
of God, they are no Evangelical 
Revelations, but they are diabo- 
lical deluſions, *Tts the way of 
Chriſts Apoſtles , that we mult 
walk in, mb Inult hear them, 1. e. 
Believe, Regard, Obey, and fol- 
low them, and they that donot 
thus hear them, are not of God, 
and by this we may know the Spirit of 
Truth, ana the' Spirit of Erroar , 
t Joh. 4. 6. 

Fitthly, They that are for Drvi- 
ſians and Offences contrary to the Do- 
Arine, which we have learned from 
the bleſſed Apoſiles, are to be marked 
and awoided ; For they ſerve not 
the Lord [Jeſus Chriſt, but their 
own be!lies, Rom. 16. 17. If, 
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If it be but Sirazze Dofirin? , 
Heb, 13. 9. (with which hereto- 
fore we have had no acquain- 
tance) which 1s brought unto us, 
ler it ftand at: the door, ani ex- 
amine 1t thoruwly, before it be 
let in, and unleſs it have a good 
certificate, give it.no entertain- 
ment, bur it it croſs the anity of 
the Sperit, - and the hond' of Peace, 
away with-ir; for unneceſſary 
( ſerite, and needleſs —diviſions, 
have no agreement with the Spi- 
rirof God, Tothis purpoſe give 
me leave; to acquaint you with a 
paſſage of a Modern: Divine , 
much to be taken notice. of, his 
words arc theſe : © Ina Church, 
G where the DoGrine of Salva- 
«tion by Chriſt only is ſoundly 
* and truly-:taught and received; 
«if any, the moſt ſanctified man 
* in ſhew, ſhall teach any thing, 
\** which may tend to make a di- 
vis << yon, 
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« yifion, or tation, and to di- 
« fturb the Peace of the 
<« Church ; ſuſpe&, and Sec Maſter 
<« be jealous thereot: for oO 
« ejther it is falſc » Or on Rom, 
« if true, yet better be © 7 
&« buried as low as the Centre of 
« of the Earth, than to be broa- 
« ched to break the Peace and 
© Unity of the Church, Thus he, 
Sixthly, Beware of tboſe that pro- 
miſe Lilerty beyond the bounds of the 
Goſpel, 'l he Golpel indeed isa 
perte& DoGtrine- of perte&t Li- 
berty, ſhewing us the ready way 
how to be freed from the terrour 
and rigour of the Law, from the 
ſervice cf fin, and flavery of Sa- 
tan, and from the curſe of God, 


any Man ſhall ſtretch this liberty 
toa freedom trom Parents, and 
Maſters, and Magiſtrates , and 


| Minſters,to a ftreedome from the 


Ordi- 


4 
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and the wrath to coine, Bur if 
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[Oedinanices of God. to a freedom 
from the Mora: Law, as the Rule 
of our Obedience, toa freedom 
from penitential ſorrows, and 
from praying unto God tor the 
pardon of our fins; this is be- 
yond the liberty of the .Goſpel, 
1 his, 15 zot liberty, but looſen ſf,| 
this is [;berty turned into a cloak of 
walicionſneſf, and they that thus 
promiſe [:berty, are themſelves 
the Servants of Corruption z SCE 1 
Tim. 6.1,2,3, 4: 

Seventhly, By therr Fruits you 
may kuow them, Mat. 7. 16. not 
by their leaves, but by their fru:t, 
for the leaves may be fair, when 
'the fruit is faulty ; Not by their 
Cloathing, but by their Carrrage, for 
that may be ſheep;ſþ, when this is 
7avenous and-devouring : Not b 
their #reet-doors, but by their ſe- 
cret chambers ; for the one may; 


be ſwept and clean, when the 0- 
tacr; 


io 
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ther are toul and naſty, There 
is filthineſs of the Spzrzt, as well 
as of the Fleſh, and though they 
put away Fornication and Drun- 
kennels, vet if they retain Pride, 
and Fatied, and Malice, and 
Wrath, and Seditions, and Here- 
ties, are they not Carnal > Mcn 
may pretend to much Light and 


|PertcEtion , and Acquaintance 


with God, but if they ſay, The) 
have £0 Sip, they arca company 
ot Ilyers, I Johz 1. 8, and 1o, 
And they that walk :z hatred, ict 
them pretend what they will. 
they walk iz darkz? ji, 1 Joh, 2. 9, 
and 11, And therctorc look nar- 
rowly into their Converſations, 
A Converſation truly pure, and 
truly pcaceable, patient and 
meek, full of iclf-denial, and 
mercy, and charity, 15 a Conver- 
ſation {uitabic ro the Goſpel], but 
they that walk contrary rothete. 
arc 
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are diſorderly walkers, Walkers 1n- 
deed. ſome of them are, tor the 

o to andtro, and compaſs Sea 
and Land to make Prolelytes , 
who it they come not within 
compals of the Statute againlt Va- 
| grants end Wanderers (whom a 
| whip and a pals ſhould convey to 
, the place ftromwhence theycame) 
yer they ſhould be carctully a- 
youded by all thoſe that wiſh well 
to their own peace, and the good 
| |of their brethren, 

Or laſtly, It this be not the 
true meaning, of that place, Mat, 
7, 16, then by therr fruits, WE 
muſt underſtand the fruit which 
grows upon” thetr Doftrine , obſerve 
what fruit their Doftrine brings 
forth, tor by that you ſhall know 
them. . The ſcope of their Do- 
arinewill help to diſcover what 
they are, If ittend tothe denying 
of all Wnzodline fi, an1 worldly Lofts, 
and 
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and to liwing Godly, Righteouſly, and 
Soterly in this preſent World, *tis 
well; Burt itit rend tothe freng- 
thening of the hands of evil doers , 
this is according to the falſe Pro- 
phers of old, Jer, 23.14. It it 


tend to Peace, and Love, and 


Mercy, and Meckneſs, 'tis well ; 
Burt it it tend to Hatred, Vart- 
ance, Envy and Malice, it com- 
cth of Evil; }t it tend to &aild 
Men up in their moſt holy Faith , If 
It tend toa growth 12 Grace, and 17 
the knowledge of our Lurd and Sawi- 
our Teſus Christ ;, It it tend to the 
growing u P in all things ito þrar, 
which 1s the head, 1, e, into a grea- 
ter communion with, and con- 
tormity to the Lord Jetus, 'ris 
well; but if ittend not to theſe 
things, *tis but hay azd flubtleat| 
the moſi, or ec, tis a wiz4 of] + 
Dofrine, empty and light ſtuff at 


the beſt, having more of noiſe 
and 
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and found, than of ſoundneſs and 
Burt it this w7zd prove 
bluſtertng and tempeituous, ral- 
ſing up ttorms of Sedition and 
Rebellion, and kindling the coals 


'|of needicls Contentions all the 
day long, though it carry with it | 


never fo great a ſhew vf zeal and 
ho-incſs, yet can it not procced 
[from the Spirit of that God, . wo 
1S 20t the Authour of C of uſ1on, but 
of Peace, 1 Cor, 14. 33. But 'tts 
a Elaſi rather, raiſed by him, who 
is the Prince of the power of the 
Air, whoſc tubtilty 1s ſuch, that 
he knows how to make Addition 
by Subſtraction, and how to Mul- 
tiply by Diviſion, and whole 
Malice 1s ſuch, that he wiil doe 
whatſoever he can for the deta- 
cing cf a beautifull Church, and 
the ruining cf a flouriſhing Na- 
tion, And his Agents may they 
be countcd, that are ſuch Au- 
thours| 


NO Ed -  - ©. 5. nd WEI” __ -*"0 


_ . —- 
— || 


Se * 


| <a" % 
1 


PF 
WM 


\ 0 


\ 


— 


againſt Seducers, 75] 


Ewer, 


thours of Confuſion, and by ſuchy 
fruits you ray know them, 

Thus have i ſhewed you what | 
reaſon you have to beware of Se-| 
ducers, I have alſo ſhewed you 
how to be preſerved from them, 
and by 
Iknown from other Men. Iwill 
now conclude all with the words 
of St. Peter, 2 Pet. 3. 17, 18. 
Seerng ye know theſe things before 
beware leſt ye alſo, being led away 
with the Errour of the Wicked, fa 
from your own ſteadfaſineſs. But gro 
in Grace, and im the Knowledge of 
Lord and Sawiour Teſus Chriſt ; Ti 
whom be Glory , both. Now and for 


what marks they may be 
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Amen. 


D 2 T HE) 


ws 
Blind Mans 
MEDITATIONS 


On PSAL..139. 12.- 
tt (toTha': 


T# datkimnd tight, O Gol, are" he 
Go oa in 
Yet bow unlike, O Lord, ths I to Thee ! 


The dark and lift, are both alike to'thea, 
Becauſe rh 6 er ante 
Theday and night, are 
Becauſe th wiz I 0190S 
The dark's wo dark 1 thies,.. * Ku C 
_ The day's mo day to me, . 
* Othow aatike jo thee % 


| Thou all things feeff, ſets of yo 

| 1 zothing ſee, though ſeem by many, 
There's nothing bid from thee, 
There's nothing ſeen by me, 

O how unlike to thee ! 


| 


b ali A | 
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Thou| 
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178 The Blind Mans 

| Thou rt purity it ſelf, T all defil d, 

Alwiſe, Almighty thou, I twice a Childe, 

T a blind worm,thon the moſt ploriqusGod, 

| Thou thao boly,l a Puſu clod, (thee 
Thou dwelt in light, &-that Iight ſhadows. 

Daer;neff doth rgmpmaſi;yet yot Cover oe, 


'O bow unlike to thee ! 


Happy were I, if I were like to thee 

| 7» things wherein there may a likgneſi be ; 

| Andyet for this, thy Preceptt is ', 
"Tis thy command, I fund reſſemble thee, 

Thus what's, my tun is myhappineſ, 

80 gracious is id ap foward me, 


| Thy Precept therefore ſhallf my pr ayer be 
ps nt ws like to thee. +... F 
| Father of loghtgfrom derkyef ſet me free, 
O ſhine upon me with thy heavenly grace, | 
Renew that Image, which was loſt tn me, 


Make me ſo pure,that I may ſee thy, face, 


|| <Then ſhall T bappy be, | 
Becauſe then like to thee. 


Meditations, | 79 


THE 
BLIND MANS 
Meditation | 


On Eccins. 11. 7+ 
Tf the gh iv res, ſi Solomon | 
And tis a pleaſant thing to ſet 'the 5un. {| 
adwathe mee 

ts prai | 

Which þ bayþ ir, > bright, : 
And gives ſuch luſtre to. all lavely features | 
And was, i time and worth the firſt of Creatures. 


In th? Creation God with Li Ar | 
Not for bimſelf, but for the wie of Mans þ 
For.by the ſame Fry qo 
we'view this frame, (OL VETY 
And lears to praiſe Gods Gloriews Name- 
For all his works, which, if they be not ſeen; 
would ſeem to us, as if they bal not been. 


Whatever wonders Art, and Coſt, bring forth, | 
Tithout the Light, they would be natbing worth. f 


Both Bobþ; axd Blanks, 
Piftures and Planks, 
The dark beftows in equall ranks, © 
And, if the Light ber rayes did not diſperſe, 
There were no beauty in the Wnivirſe, 
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| Tet why o much deje fied be ? 
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Ibo be Plone Mans 


What s ; deve, and bow how, *nts light diſcovery bring: » 


Light is the great Aiſiingwiſher of things. 
—__ Colout's, Faces, 


AE ls rk dude 


And without light, the warid Cwonkde conclu fron, 


Seem but SR EO 


And with the light, the fight may well compare 
tae, and, hey fg hr 
py hp 


where all but 
Here (one ae fl bat mg yy of eithey, 
For both are xſelefs,Pif not both warts 


ps hr C9 he eat wabfaln. R. 


TTUEN M0 


ds PP bt, 
Pry I may og and f vorldhy joyes are. pait, 
For now. my —_ 1 have ſcen my laſt, 


why the le fr fees able me 
| Ee the bHocks SS. 


As be that hath as hned mind. 
if God reveal to me his Laving Kindaif, 
Ile not KCONME my loſt of cye-ſegt, Blindneſs. 


Though 


—_—__ 


——_— 


Though 1 be blind, yet may 1 in ſome meaſure 
See the Laws wendars, "and ue Gofpus Treaſure. 
How to belikue, © 
; And bow yo rue, 
Git; ord dotÞ full diteflitns outs 
with which if once my Mind ealightued bt, 
I lt never mare complaye, 1 canmat ſee, 


| There ave the things that do concern Our peace, 

herewith themſelus the bleſſed Angels plcaft, 
Thence Loh orig bt, 

E - That brings 

. * And tan redeem my wh from night, 

| And is to entle(s light preparats'y ; 

The light of Graze, ltads to the light of Gla'y: 


Aud that” the Iaberizance of the Saints in light. . 
(TWO Bliad, $90 nm the fight. 
Above the 

| Fobs bopes driſe | 

Though deatb ſhould quite conſume bis eyes, 
With whoſt reſolves, Lovd let m2 reft it peacts. . 
{6 hopes to ſee-with beater eyes than the/e. 


Sith the there be ſo wany, ſaceter lights, 
Compar'd to which th:ſe preſent day?s art nights... 
Lord ſew thaw me 
Tye way to thee, 
Fill me with hopes, thy ſace to fees. © 
And Ile not ſap, though blind my joj65 4 gant. + 
B.it Yate! this, Wy. joyts are yet ts (One, - 


|  Medetattons... 8& 


. 


\ Of forts, and Jhips, and evtiy pleaſeng obye 


| But nap *tis loſt,and that which adds to grieve me, 


| 


{1 iadows aud cy:s to me be no [auth things, . 


182 The Blind Mans 


I For 1'm aloſer in axbigh degyee, 


| My windows lately had a ſtately profþe A. 


BLIND' MANS 


L'OSSE 


] rs, they ſaj may ſpeak, then blame not me, 
If 1 bewal mine own unhappineſs ; 


Higher, wdeed, than I can well expicfs, 


And y:t 1 row not bow to bold my peace ; 
Speaking may gzve @ grieved mind ſome eaſe. 


Ll 


Of bills and vales,of towns,and woods, $105, 
which eitbsr 5þyes, or earth, or ocean Yields, 
Tis ot the Art of Man that Gan relieve ms. . 
I bad a $kilfull guide, that did dives me; 
Antl upen all occaſions micch beſiend me, 


All which ave loft, and T that loſs bemoaa, 
' My ſtght, my guide,my guard, my ſcout, x gour, | 


0 wh1t az alteration blindutfs brings ! 
Through wait of ſight, things be not what they be 


The day's no day,th: Skn*sno ſun tome, 


i— 


mt. rr I I 


. +44 
. 


I had a watchfull gaard, th=t did aitend me, 5 F | - 
' | 1 bad a faithful ſcout, that did ye/pe@t me, 


Bli1da:ſs 
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| Meduations. 


Blin lindncſ bath turn' d my windows into walls, 
My noon to night, mine eyes ta uſeleſs balls, 


I bave loſt the uſe of al my books and papers, 
W ery hoe fo belpfrs!l to me beretoſare ; 

I bave loſt the light, & now through cloudy vapeurs 
"Tis grown (o dark, that I cay work no moies 

| All theſe 1 loft, when oute 1 lothmy 

Ard now *tis time, to bid the wor good mght. 


But ſtay (my Sout) great thy loſſes ave, 
Js Bleſſed Saviour doth not yet Fx. wh thee, 


His joyfull preſence will a gainer mike thee,” 
That” s trxe indeed, to bim x therefore fare fe, 


þ'7 boſe fuleſs 68 19 loſer all ſupply, 


Be thou my light, and I ſhall find my way ; 
'Be theis my ſhield, aad 1 ſhall walk ſecurely ;.- . 
\ - io thou my grids, and-1 ſhall never ftray ;" * 
Be thou my ſtrength, my light, my ſhield, my exide, 
|' And I ſhall zeitber ſtray, nar fall, nar ſide. 


B: thou-my fortreſs, fo:s LN foil me uever ; 


83] 
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Make bim ” own,azd then thou need rot care, | 


Be thou my ſtrength ( 0 God ) and 1 ftand ſurely ; | 


Be thou my portio'', 1 


att-ne*r be poor ; 


Be thou my life, and 1 ſhall live ſor ever ; 


I de 


& vO-Mmore.; 


- Oy Ws 


' B: thou my God, 
6. 


Sbine thay az Mey 


| 


Nor ſear, whilſt t dirs Oe not 


I ſhall need no-$im; . 1 
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Tice Jack de not @ Dang mak 
| Nor tight. the want of br: btneſt ; 
A kruwing ant contented Vid 
f I Con barn thn erk, ta » Hh 
{May I from s 
| And ſees 7 s: 0Vin Rt. 
x ls Might, 
1 Th hot in ligh 
| b Ile nat complaiy of Hindup.: 
| The ary. arccompar'd wb beaſts, i0 
b differing in their feature, gs, F 
om nowledge wants, though he have bis|- | 
4 2 - but 8 brutiffs creat 
| 17# bere & are loft, thay award tight- 
I. Pith knowledge 16h requite them. 
| "Andctrul wiſe; -. 
- Have 3 utes 4 
_ i dappy tobe 
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Ateditations. Þ &% | 

'Tis ſad, T know, to loſt the ſight, 

And much to hy lamented,” 

Tet therein finds | gain enough 

To make the blind contented ; 

For when mine eyes could look, abroad, 

: They ſometimes bred me danger, 
And 1 ws then, | 

; . Like wary men, 

 Athome:too much @ ftranger.- 


But now I'me free from all thoſe ſnares, 
. Way-laid for eyes that waitder, _ 
IP boſe looks have often p a *d'to Bi”. 
' No better than a pandar ; 
From all wboſe mo} alluring baits 
My blindneſi doth exempt me, * «| 
| What Eve beguil'd, - 71.3 
| Or David foil 'd, - © = 
 Hath new no power to tempt-mn- 


And now mine eyes-are inward bent 
With earneft. inquifition, | 
To ſearch, and try, and know my ſelf. | | 
And what's mine own condition; 'þ. 
Thu are they rather turn'd than loft," 
For that, which was me fromward; \ 


Hathh, 
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Us gainers by,out loſſes, hi 


The Blind Mans 


Hath now no looks 
For other books; 
But all my fight. is homeward, 


< 


Homeward, indeed, my blindneſt calls, 
My certain Change foretelling, 

For fith my windows be ſhut up, 

I muf? look to remove my. dwelling ; 

There is an ho::f\, not made with bands, 
The joyes of whoſe fruition 

| My Faith-gives me 
Good bopes #0 ſee; 

For the end of Faith, is-Vifion, 


1 4nd thither, tobe remov'd from bence, 


-: I may well count a kindneſi, 


| 4 For though I here bave loft my ſight, | 
+ Tet there I ſhall loſe my blindneſs. 


bus beythat out of dark brought light, | 
To bleſſings turns our croſſes, A 
Where bis lovetakgs, 
His goodneſs makes 


— mm 


AN” 
Addreſs toBlinaneſs: 


Wherein .are contained ſeverall 


grounds of.chearfull Patience for 
choſe,thar be in that condition, . , 


AJ Eſcome Blindneſi ; for bis ſ ake; 


[To ſeize upon. my watchful ſpyes, - 
And by degrees to-cloud mine eyes : 
Becauſe thine Orders were from God, 
Ple not repine, but kiſi my Rod, 


No little Birds to-earth decline, 

WW ithout @ Provideuce Divine z 

[ mays well conolude from. thenoe, 
No Blindue i, but by Providence; . . 
All riſing thoughts I therefore ſhun, 
And only ſay,.Gods will be done. 


From him the Haly Lord of Might, | 
There's nothing» cawproceed but right. 


from whom thou didſt Comi gion take | 


or what.am I, but-ſinfull dui ? 


F: light on me, bit whit is nufs, 
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The Provocation then being from me, - 
Submiſſive Patience will become me. 


. Beſides, God whuld be unierfiocd, * 
In all be ſevids,to ſeek our good; 
His bitter Pills intend-our health, 
And outward loffes inward wealth, - 


His very 'bidinl; contes franbindntf, : 
| And therefore once more weltam blindnec. 


With aged Eti thaw did? dwtl, 
4nd F ather | faackuew Thee well, 
With Jacob'to thou id# ide,” 
4nd other HOY W-HVeGde, A 1 
Ihythen ſpouk Foyf boom, \ ae 
When Satats 


For though the bo1y ma ry wefie thee, ' 


[At leaſt there &mve df friend 71 thee, © 
17 han attheJ6rſ ther6ſrems to be: 


The ſoul may prive a cadver by th2e: 


The clonds Ecclipfeall earthly beanartzes 5 


And'y:t o5/truft not bolpdatirt 5 


For-I can bear, diſcourſe; \and: prey, 


Though thou > took my fight was. 


} VOY 
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A 


2 been” per! xee i 71. 


[Thy farif appearance calls thes for, 
: But better how, thow yt 1100 ſoy 
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Medtt ations. 2% 


Thou rather furthore(t ſuch tranſaions, . 
In helping to prevent dijtratizons. 


Tby mantle muſfles up the fight, 

And yet obſcures uo. inward light, 
Nay, thou giv' ft leiſure, and' occafuons 
For many heavenly meditations, 

And canit with faith and hope agree, 
W hy then ſhould I fell out with thee 2 


'Twixt faith and thee bath ever been - \ | 
Conſent ; for.thats of things not ſeew'3 

A Chriſtians walkang ſuits thee right, 

| For that'sby faith, aud not by fight 

And, for: @ Saint, the beft ingredients: - 
Are hood witks faith,and blind obedicnce: 


1F hen 0nceGod ftoks way ſpould bets, 
Believe, obey, aud not difþute, 

For of his word the truth and tight 

Hath 0 dependence on our fight x 

T hou cant not therefore, I confeſt, 
Either hinder faith or_holiueſi.. 


Nor canſt thou bar me from his love, 
Whom no mans face could evey move 
or —_ loving him again, 
That doth inviſible remain ; 

| aa 4 | 
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gd. _ TheBlindglons 
And 1, thongh blind, may pave 2 being, 
Where blinaneſi hall be turn'd to ſeeing. 


In Heaven, I know,there dwells no night, 
But glorious and eternal light, 

| For which thou mak'f} rut pr and pray, 
And preſſe#t me to ſigh and ſay, 

O come the time, when I ſhall never 

Be blind at all, but ſee for ever. 


| Thow' alſo teacheſt mo to know 
The emeptineſi of things below ;* 
| For now by thee 1 plainly find, 
That all this World js all but wind, 
4d from the Scepter to the Hod, 
| There's nothing worthy love but God. 


| In ſunme, ſeeing that from God thou art, 

| For good ; and not without deſert : | 
No foe to faith, or hope, or love, 

| But rather friend to things above, 
|Contented I may-well remain, 
Till Heaven reſftore"my fight agam, 


Sith. - 
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_ Medttations.. gr 


THE 
COMPLAINT 
and che Suit of a Sinner, 


Ah Me !. 


Hat a wretch ſhould I te, 
V Should I ſafer what I fee 
That my ſins do require | + 
There be none of them ſo ſmall, 
Which for vengeance do nat call, 
And for bitterneſs, and gall, .... 
Lo ff of body, ſoul, and all:  _ 
In the pit of woe and thrall: 
"Tis no le ff than endleſs fire, 
That in juſtice us therr bare. 


Sin, Sin, 
With wy life did begin, 
And I hawe liv'd therem 
All my dates heretofore 


35 The ind Ma 


| Sins of beart, head, hand and tongue, 


| Through my-life all aloze, 

Like athread have they ru 

Binding me to be undont ; 

Man) and great are they grown, 
Ant Fraitize ſean the ſcore, 

| Tmuit pertfb evermore. 


+ **dpor > 
Whither now fball 1 fly © 
Ta be fet at Iiherty © 
From this depth of miſery? 
'T1S not Sea,*tHs not ſhear, 
'T1s uot dll the Thdfano'ra, + © 


That hath faÞve to care my ſore, 

| Onely Onecan me reftore. 

'To that Altar Iwil fi 

There Þle live, there Ple dye. . 


Save, Save," - .. | 
Mercy, Lord, do F crave. | 
Other Refuge none F have, 

_ But thy mercy to tmplore 


'Ti5 not Rome'with aft ber tore,” *| 
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Meditations. 43 


En. 


O look upon me through that ſide, 
which the [| bearming ſo wide, 
Look on me throwgh him: that died, 
And for {ara Crucifed, 
Grantbis wounds.my ſins may hide, 
And his blood crofi my ſcore 
and I» bat one thing more. 


Grace, Grace, 

In my heart do thos place, 

That 1 may run the race, 

Which thy Laws do require , 

Give me, Lord, 1 humbly ſue, 

Grace wo know, grace to 40, 

Grace that may mo [Frenew , 

And coafirui, and per fet taoy 

That, when death ſhall claim his due, 
Gris in Glory tyay expine, , * 

\ This us fn Ae þ 


” a 
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FT tfe leads to death, ſo mature ſatth , 
| Deaths the way to Life, ſo Faith, 
Thus let us think of both: Say I, 
He that deſires to live, muſt dye. 


| #. vey 
| MEDITATION 


UPON THIS 


|EPITAPH 


The common courſe of Nature 
Death is the way to Life, 


| 7 Dis 15 atruth maintain'd by Faith, 


EPITAPH. 


Ife is the way to Death, (ſaith, Y 


Even 


re tre th 
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MEDITATILON.| 
O N | 
PSALM'the:CXT X. 
Verſe the 46 
J”s good to be A flidted, David ſaith, 
Ant *tis atiuth, that* 5 worthy of ou Faith ; 
For in the worſt, God doth intend_our beſt, | 


And can convert opr trouble to our veſt :. 


If grief and pain, ſhould not ſometime” amy bs 
Proſperity; might pojbly deſtroy us '; got” 

But, to full bodies, faſting proves a friend, 
E [xox ſcams prof where pron off; 


| Thus be, by whom the dy ring Þ paging. v 


Can make our Rebbs, Riretiars to the mary 
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is "gy by pkg oy to keep from moſs ; 
nf wrefnt, wits fo confune out droſs" v1 


FP ; taſter pf ts, "tis 19 Ins us nightr,- - 
He throws us dow, only, to raiſe us /bigher ; 
He pares off part, but, to preferye the whole, 


And wounds the Body, but, to ſave the Soul + 
i | | 


Z Repine not then, to ſup of ſorrows cup, 

think not muth, if God ſay, drink it up ; 
"Tis wheleſame, thaugh #apeaſet tothe ta, 
> Tm burt at preſent ou "twill beat 4 FY 


hen cutting are? f, when eſti turn 10 gain, 
- When brofſes bleſſe us, why ſhould we Complain: 
i nfs fr ave ne the fererrs 
That Rpd deſerves a ifſe that makes 13 better. . 
FINIS. 
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